Fall 2012 CTP Insider
National Safety Conference – Rave Reviews

According to the 2012 Benchmarking Survey, NPTC members continued to improve their safety performance. Private fleets continued to improve their safety performance, reporting a lower DOT Recordable crash rate of 0.48 crashes per million miles (vs. 0.41 last year).  The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) does not report an industry average crash rate for all motor carriers, but FMCSA does track average recordable truck crash rates for carriers that undergo compliance reviews. However, the average crash rate for audited carriers for the last three years of 0.725 crashes per million miles. 

But that doesn’t just happen. It takes a commitment to excellence. Effective training programs. Strong compliance. Precision record-keeping. And dedication to learning new strategies and best practices from best practices in the industry.

Just such an opportunity for peer-to-peer learning and exchange took place at the Dulles Hyatt in Herndon, Va., just outside of Washington, D.C., where more than 150 fleet operations and safety managers from more than 50 transportation companies convened for NPTC’s 10th annual National Safety Conference last month.

“Private fleets have worked hard to earn a reputation for unsurpassed safety excellence,” said Randy Perry, Fleet Safety Manager for Frito-Lay, Inc. and Chair of the NPTC Safety Committee. 

This highly acclaimed conference featured a unique format of presentations, expert panels and leading safety advocates and practitioners - all designed to provide attendees with insights into implementing strategic safety programs and lowering the cost of risk. 

Based upon the final evaluation report from the attendees, the conference played to rave reviews. By any measure, this is our strongest performance to date, with more speakers earning high marks. 

Keynoting the National Safety Conference was Anne Ferro, Administrator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. Attendees heard a case study on the successful implementation of a sleep apnea program from Joe Laskowski, CTP, MedTrans, and Wendy Sullivan, PPD.

A panel on Active Safety Technologies featured Mike Schwersenska, Brakebush Transportation, sharing his experience about disk brakes, Jeremy Decker, MMC Transportation, speaking about electronic stability control and anti-rollover technology; Paul Miller, CTP, Merchant’s Delivery, Inc.; talking about collision mitigation; Bob Drygas, PV Transport, sharing his experience with lane departure warning systems, and Keith McWilliams, CTP, Kellogg Company, providing insights about the implementation of in-cab camera systems.

Attendees participated in four concurrent, open-ended discussions in which private fleet professionals share their experience and facilitate dialogue centered on improvement and operational excellence. The four sessions will focus on:

· Driver Coaching and Discipline, facilitated by Victor Hart, DOT Foods

· Dealing with Interventions, monitored by Scott Roberts, CTP
· Worker’s Compensation, facilitated by Chris Sullivan, CTP, McKee Foods Transportation and 

· Key Benchmarks and Safety Metrics, led by Randy Perry, CTP, Frito-Lay, Inc.

Other presentation included:

· Driver Wellness – Mariann Cameron, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

· PSP & Driver Hiring Standards—Laura Fredrickson, NIC Technologies

· Behavior Based Safety – Nick Cindrich, CTP, CVS/Caremark

· Developing and Implementing Training – Aaron Rensel, Giant Eagle/Talon Logistics

· Private Fleet Management Online – Dr. James Voorhees, Instructional Technologies, Inc.

In addition, attendees heard from NPTC General Counsel Rick Schweitzer, who spoke about most frequently asked safety questions; and Scott Carey, Head of Transportation Group, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC , who shared strategies about reducing liability in the courtroom.

The conference concluded with a case study of creating an effective safety culture that was presented by Larry Cook, CTP, Kellogg Company.

Much of the credit goes to the NPTC Safety Committee who helped develop the broad outlines of the program content, ensuring that the conference was timely, relevant and valuable.

 

Beyond the raw scores, listen to these anecdotal comments:

“By the end of the conference, I had collected 22 separate “action items,” that I can take back and implement within my fleet.”

“Congratulations on the Safety Meeting last week, I think it was a great success. It was the most informative conference I have been to so far and had a lot of take homes from the break-out sessions, networking opportunities, and speakers. I look forward to the next conference.”

“Just wanted to thank you for the opportunity to present at the conference last week.  I had some great conversations with attendees afterwards. This was another NPTC event that I walked away from with a full “bucket” of information.”  

Thanks to the 155 registered individuals who attended this year's National Safety Conference and helped make it a great success by their support.

